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SUB J : POSSIBILITY OF US-NORWAY TRADE UNION EXCHANGES 

1. ASPENGREN HAS INVITED AMBASSADOR TO VISIT HIM AT LO HQ 
OCTOBER 15. AT AMBASSADOR'S DINNER JULY 8 (SEE MEMCON OF THAT 
DATE). AFL-CIO VICE PRESIDENT KE EN AN AGREED. AT ASPENGREN'S 
REQUEST, TO EXPLORE WITH PRESIDENT MEANY WHETHER A NORWEGIAN 
LO INVITATION TO AFL-CIO TO SEND A HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATION TO 
NORWAY WOULD BE WELL-RECEIVED AND ACCEPTED. (AN EVENTUAL 
AFL-CIO VISIT TO NORWAY WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY LO SENDING A 
RETURN DELEGATION LATER.) KEENAN HAS WRITTEN THAT HE TALKED 
TO MEANY ABOUT IT IN JULY ON HIS RETURN, TO ERNIE LEE ABOUT 

IT OCTOBER 1, AND THAT LEE WOULD LOOK INTO IT AND BE IN TOUCH 
WITH KEENAN. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMAL, 
LOW-KEY EXPLORATION YOU COULD MAKE WITH AFL-CIO TO SEE IF THERE 
IS ANYTHING AMBASSADOR CAN USEFULLY SAY WHEN SUBJECT OF 
DESIRABILITY OF INCREASED CONTACTS WITH AFL-CIO COMES UP AT 
OCTOBER 15 MEETING WITH ASPENGREN, I.E., WHETHER OR NOT THERE 
IS REASON TO EITHER ENCOURAGE OR DISCOURAGE HIGH-LEVEL DIRECT 
APPROACH TO THE AFL-CIO BY NORWAY'S LO AT THIS TIME. 

2. EMBASSY APPRECIATES THAT CONTINUED HIGH-LEVEL OF NORWEGIAN 
TRADE UNION EXCHANGE ACTIVITY WITH EAST BLOC PRESENTS GREAT 
DIFFICULTIES IN THIS REGARD. EMBASSY IS NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT 
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WORRIED ABOUT RESTORING BALANCE BY STRESSING TIES TO WEST. 

3. 1975 WILL BE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST NORWEGIAN 
EMIGRATION TO US. A GREAT MANY NON LABOR EXCHANGES, COMMEM- 
ORATIONS, ETC., ARE ALREADY BEING PLANNED, INCLUDING A ROYAL 
VISIT TO THE US, AND THE EMBASSY IS ANXIOUS TO ENCOURAGE 
SUCH A REAFFIRMATION OF NORWEGIAN TIES TO WEST IN GENERAL 
AND US IN PARTICULAR. WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED IF TRADE UNION 
EXCHANGE ACTIVITY COULD BE STIMULATED DURING AND TIED IN TO 
THE ANNIVERSARY YEAR CELEBRATION. EMBASSY IMAGINES THERE 
MUST BE A STRONG NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN CONTINGENT IN MANY US 
UNIONS INTERESTED IN REAFFIRMING NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN TIES. 

WE RECALL PARTICULARLY THAT SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDER 
FURUSETH CAME FROM NORWAY, BUT IMAGINE THERE MUST BE MANY 
OTHER SUCH CONNECTIONS AT A LOWER LEVEL. 

BYRNE 
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